[Detection of herpes simplex virus by DNA-DNA hybridization method].
Eight recombinant clones were obtained by insertion of BamHI fragments of herpes simplex type I viral DNA into a vector plasmid pUC19o. Of the obtained clones 5 were found to hybridize with herpes simplex type I and 2 viral DNA while 3 clones revealed a positive reaction with the Vero cells DNA. A constructed DNA-probe possessing the highest level of activity was selected for further studies. The probe is a BamHI fragment of herpes simplex type I viral DNA labelled with 32P dTTP. Probe sensitivity in blot hybridization is 10 pg for identification of type I viral DNA and 50 pg for type 2 viral DNA. The DNAs of cytomegalovirus and herpes zoster virus do not show positive signals with the probe. The increased sensitivity of the used dot hybridization as compared with biological or IEA antigen identification of the virus was confirmed with the clinical material from 59 patients with the different clinical manifestations of the herpes viral infection.